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Five people gathered 
around the floor model tele- 
vision sets in tlie Hub Furni- 
ture Co. store at 7tli and D 
Streets NW yesterday after- 
noon, but the only thing for 
them to watch at that mo- 
nieut was a soap opera. 

“We’re ail waiting,” said a 
7’V salesman. "I don’t think 
I'm going to live another aoo 
ycar.s to see fliis again, and I 
don’t want to miss it now.” 

The expected resignation 
of Kichard Nixon as Presi- 
dent was the object of flie 
salesman’.s anticipation and 
a strange presence yester- 
day in the lives of many 
workers, residents and visi- 
tors in Washington. 

At f.afayctte Park, across 
Pennsylvania .-\venue from 
the White House, a steadily 
growing crowd of several 
hundred people continued a 
watch begun when the resig- 
nation rumors surfaced on 
Tae.«!day. Many had transis- 
tor radios yesterday and a 
television crew set up equip- 
ment in the crowd’s midst. 

.. Tim size and membership 
of the crowd was constantly 
changing, as people came, 
looked around for a while, 
thoji moved on. There were 
about 150 in the park at 6 
p.m, 

‘Vr hope it’s a once-in-a- 
llfotiine thing, and J didn’t 
T^’ant to pass it up,” said 
'Mary Belli .•Uleii, who works 
for an export-import hank. 
During tlio noon hour, the 
First Baptist Church Youth 
Ciioir of Marianna. Fla., 
sang “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic” on the steps 
of tile Capitol. 

“I can’t b'’lieve that we’re 
in tVashington on the day 
this is happening.” said Den- 
nis Sheffield, Ifi. a member 
of the choir. “We've been on 
tour since la.st Friday and 
didn’t know wiiat was going 
on until we picked up the 
paper this morning. Imag- 
ine,'’ 

On Conneciicuf .Avenue, 
poonie were buying, selling 
eating, chatting, loitering 
and hurrying yesterday. The 
ticker tapes at brokerage 
iipiisR.s drew their usual 
lunchtime audience. In the 
paimiccl moms of Brooks 
^mthers, tailored business- 
men sorted through piles of 
paisley ties. 

Chris IJobert, a 2d-year- 
old sale.swoniaii -at .Joe’s 


Spectators gathered outside the White House fence ye.stcrclay, continuing a v 


Hy Marcaret Thomas— The ’.Va-shinj* 

igil tliat began with Tnesdiiy’s re.signation rumors. 


Place, .'aid, “Everybody's 
talking about the resigna- 
tion .And everybody seems 
to bo '-dad. One customer 
said he had bought some 
clunnpagiie to ceiebi ate. ’ 
Crime in the District of 
Columbia was occurring at 
about the normal pace yes- 
terday according to Thom.as 
Kstes, deputy c.iiief of the 


police department in charge 
of the patrol divi.s’on. 
“'Ve’vc had a couple of bank 
robberies," Estes .said. 
“Today’s pattern is consist- 
ent with that 01 the past few 
weeks.” 

For some people, yester- 
day .stili was like any other 
day. To a crew of Metro con- 
struction workers sitting 


around traffic barricades 
drinking beer and eating 
hmch not far from the 
Wiiitc House, the travail of 
day-to-day existenc^e seemed 
of .more concern tlian the ai- 
fnirs of state. “So I told the 
foreman,” one burly hard- 
iiat said to iiis colleague, ‘T 
told the foreman that under 
no circumstances was I go- 


ing to do tliat kind of a toil 
that way . . . " Tiio conversa- 
tion about the overbearing 
foreman coiilimied uninler- 
nmlod by thnuehl.s of 
Watergate for annihfu- io 
minutes. 

In tlie minds of .'omo, Mr. 
Nixon's plif^i'.t was second- 
ary to interest in Mr. Nix- 
on’s fai’orite .sport, 


In file elevator at the 
Fairfax County office build- 
ing, .a voice asked if Mr. 
.Nixon had resigned. 

“Nine o’clock, on televi- 
sion,” a woman replied. 

“.Mcs.s up a pm foctiy good 
football game." a man grum- 
bled. World Football 
I-eague games are telovi.sed 
here on Thursday night.s. 



Over Area 


Most of {he people who 
were interviewed by Wash- 
ington Post reporters yester- 
day, from I.eesburg to 
Bowie, were in favor of the 
President'.s re.signation. 

“J definitely think lie 
should,” .ioiin M. Anderson, 
54, said as he stood in front 
of the Broyhill for Congress 
headquarter.s on the main 
street of Leesburg*. “Not 
only did I vote for iiim,” 
said Anderson, “1 contrib- 
uted to his damn campaign, 
and that's what really gripes 
me.” 

At Tysons Corner siiop- 
ping center. Priscilla A. 
Amos said. “It'.s the be.st 
thing that has liappened to 
this government in a long 
time.” 

Clerks and customers 
were massed around the cos- 
metics counter at the Gar- 
fiiK’kels, and somebody said, 
“It Ls very sad for our coun- 
try.” 

In Springdale, a century- 
old pocket of black homes 
near Baileys Cros.sroads. 
school bus driver Earl Wat- 
son said he did not want In 
see IMr. Nixon resign. “He 
.should he impeached,” tVat- 
son said. 

Louise Grant, a teacher in 
a. Head Start program, ech- 
oed Watson’s view. “Ho lias 
hurt a whole lot of people. 
He was totally wrong. He 
has lo pay , . 

M.I>. Jones, a retired Air 
Force officer interviewed at 
Andrews Air Force Base, .said 
he had “heard plenty of evi- 
dence and much of it seems 
realistic. Mr. Nixon seems to 
have misconslruccd so many 
tilings’ It m.ikes the citizens 
of this country lose faith in 
their government." 

But Nancy Stevens, a 
Democrat and a member of 
tiic county's landlord-tenant 
commission, said, T feel 
sorry for him, I think lie’.s 
been railroaded and I think 
he .shouldn’t resign." 

In the television depart- 
ment of the Sears store at 
Montgomery Mall, sale.sman 
Mike Wator.s predicted that 
“there’ll he a lot of people 
in here tonight." Waters 
said li’at until tiii.s, week 
people seemed to have tired 
of Watergate, luit “the last 
couple of days, e\pty time 
there's a bulletin people 
come in off the aisles, . . 

in the Free St.ote MaM in 
Bowie, William James, a 


New Hamp.shire resident 
visiting the Washington 
area, said, 'T think he’s b^ 
ing railroaded. I’m no lover 
of , Nixon, but I think he’s 
being given the choice to ei- 
ther resign or be impeached. 
All of them are guilty; 
cNi.xon just got shafted. He’s 
getting what he desen’es 
hut there’.s a lot of othera 
t hat deserve the same 
tiling ...” 

But Bill Howes, a sales- 
man in a department store 
in the mall, said, “I think 
it’s about the best thing he 
could do, the best thing for 
the country.” 

Howes said he voted for 
Mr. Nixon in 1972, and al- 
though he has been disap- 
pointed by the President’s 
performance, would proba- 
bly vote for him again 
“given the same alterna- 
tives.” He said he has to re- 
serve judgment on whether 
lie would vote for Geralci 
Ford in 1976. 

But wiiether there was or 
was not interest in tlie 
streets yesterday, officials at 
tile Kennedy Center re- 
ported tliat their phones 
were hu.sy a.s people called 
and tried to exchange their 
tickct.s for future perform- 
ances so they could watch 
Mr. Nixon on television. 

But the prime attraction 
at the center was the Rus- 
sian Aloiseyev dancers, and 
all performances had been 
sold out. 

Loudspeakers were set up 
at the center so those in at- 
tendance there last night 
could iiear .Mr. Nixon’s ad- 
dress during an intennis- 
sion. 

On K Street NW yester- 
day, a girl who said her 
name was “Misty, from Ari- 
zona," stopped pas.sersby 
and told them, “Jesus loves 
you,” 

“t^'llat about the Presi- 
dent,” a man a.'ked. 

'T don't know much about 
that,” Misty said, “But Jesus 
loves him too.” 

Cmitributhig to thh stonj 
wp.''e Washington Post Staff 
Writnrs l.nvrn Kienuin, 
Charles Krause. Gail Robin- 
son. Deborah Yaeger, Jane 
R^ppetenn. Utlcrgnt Hor^u 
blower, Joanne Onxang, Al- 
fred E. Lewis, Ken Ringle, 
Harold .7. Logon. Paul \V. 
Valentine, Judy Hicnl, Lee 
Daniels, Ron Taylor and Alan 
Crawford. 





